fait
Taking the Plunge
Despite Disappointing Losses, Swimmers Still Succeed
Positioned six feet tall with
massive muscles, incredi-
ble speed, and as much
power and destruction as a tor-
nado the Tazmanian Devil stands
tall above the pool guarding it.
As the official mascot for the
swimming and diving team, the
"Tas" became as familiar as the
tornado. It brought spirit to the
team and gave them courage,
speed, and energy for all their
needs.
The season began as early as
August and lasted through No-
vember. While some people
spent their summer mornings
sleeping, watching television, or
laying in the sun, the dedicated
members of the team woke up
early in order to be on time for
practice.
During the summer, practice
usually began as early as 6:00
A.M. and lasted for two hours
ending around 8:30 A.M. But
when school began practices be-
gan to change.
Unlike past years, mornings
became optional to all swimmers
and divers. For those who were
devoted enough to their sport,
practice started at 5:15 A.M.
and didn't end until 6:30 A.M.
"Morning practices gave those
of us who went an added boost. It
gave us that extra help that we
needed and because it was op-
tional, the pool wasn't crowded
either,"   explained  Jodi  Baker,
swim captain.
Afternoons were a different
story. Practice started right after
school at 3:00 P.M. and ended
around 5:00 P.M. Afternoons,
unlike mornings, were manda-
tory to all team members.
Captains became an essential
part of the team. The captains
were picked by Coach Paul and
voted on by the entire team. The
swim captains consisted of se-
niors Jodi Baker, Donna Casey,
Angela Serina, Eric Collins, and
junior, Bryan Henderson. Danie
Gaucher became the captain for
the diving team.
"Captains had an important
part. They made spirit bags for
everybody before big meets in or-
der to arouse school spirits. They
also begin the team cheers at the
meets," said Gaucher.
Pressure was a familiar word
to many teammates. With the
reputation of over eighteen years
winning every dual and tri-meet
for the boys, the stress and pres-
sure increased.
Although the boys eventually
lost a meet, one could not tell by
watching the team. Instead of
heads hanging low, team spirit
soared high and support for them
increased.
"The swim team is one of the
most spirited teams in the school.
I think it's because we're like one
big family, therefore we support
and encourage every single team
Wearing a Tasmanian Devil swim cap,
captain Jodi Baker uses a kickboard to
perfect her breaststroke kick. The Tas-
maninan Devil was once again the stand-
out symbol of the swimming team.
Seconds after Eric Collins touches off,
Rich Vandersteck takes to the air in an
attempt to finish the relay with a winning
time. Other members of the 440 freestyle
relay include John Goodgame and Danny
Fontaine.
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